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AND DEPARTURE STATEMENTS 
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1. PROPOSED ARRIVAL STATEMENT: 

"IT HAS BEEN FAR TOO LONG SINCE I HAVE BEEN IN THE HIS- 
TORIC AND ETERNAL CITY OF ROME. WHEN PRESIDENT LEONE, IN THE 
COURSE OF HIS EFFECTIVE STATE VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES LAST 
SEPTEMBER, EXTENDED AN INVITATION TO MRS. FORD AND ME TO VISIT 
ITALY, I HAPPILY ACCEPTED. IT IS, THEREFORE, WITH EXTREME 
PLEASURE THAT WE ARE HERE TODAY. OUR ONLY REGRET IS THAT OUR 
VISIT MUST BE SO SHORT. 

"JUST A FEW DAYS AGO, AS MEMBERS OF THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE, 

YOUR PRIME MINISTER AND I HAVE PARTICIPATED IN TWO DAYS OF 
EXTENSIVE MULTILATERAL CONSULTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS IN BRUS- 
SELS ON MATTERS OF OUR MUTUAL SECURITY AND WELFARE. THESE 
IMPORTANT MEETINGS HAVE BROUGHT ME TO THE EUROPEAN CONTINENT 
FOR MY FIRST VISIT AS PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

"BEFORE RETURNING HOME I FELT IT EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO 
COME TO ITALY TO EMPHASIZE THE SPECIAL TIES BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND ITALY AND TO CONTINUE THE BILATERAL CONSULTATIVE 
PROCESS WHICH IS NORMAL BUT ESSENTIAL BETWEEN COUNTRIES SHARING 
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AMERICA'S SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH ITALY AND THE CONTINUED 
AMERICAN COMMITMENT TO ITALY'S WELL-BEING AND TO ITS DEMO- 
CRATIC GOVERNMENT." 

2. PROPOSED DEPARTURE STATEMENT: 

"MRS. FORD AND I UNHAPPILY TAKE OUR LEAVE FROM THIS 
BEAUTIFUL CITY AFTER ONLY A ONE-DAY VISIT. FORTUNATELY ITALY 
IS A COUNTRY WHERE IMMEDIATELY UPON ARRIVAL, ONE FEELS THE 
GRACIOUSNESS AND WARMTH OF THE ITALIAN PEOPLE AS EVIDENCED 
BY ITS LEADERS. THIS HAS NOT COME AS A SURPRISE TO MRS. FORD 
AND ME SINCE, IN COMING TO ITALY, WE HAD NOT COME TO A FOR- 
EIGN COUNTRY BUT TO VISIT FRIENDS WHO SHARE A COMMON DESTINY. 

MY VISIT HAS BEEN PRODUCTIVE AND USEFUL AS WELL AS PLEASUR- 
ABLE. OUR DISCUSSIONS HAVE BEEN WIDE-RANGING ON A VARIETY OF 
MATTERS OF OUR MUTUAL INTEREST AND CONCERN. I HOPE THAT THEY 
HAVE SERVED TO SOLIDIFY AND REVITALIZE THE SPECIAL RELATION- 
SHIP BETWEEN ITALY AND AMERICA. WE HAVE MET AT A TIME WHEN 
SOME ARE QUESTIONING AMERICA'S RESOLVE AND ITS COMMITMENTS 
TO ITS TRADITIONAL ALLIES. I TRUST THAT THE SYMBOLIC AND 
SUBSTANTIVE ASPECTS OF MY VISIT AND DISCUSSIONS HERE IN ITALY 
PROVIDE AMPLE EVIDENCE OF AMERICA'S STEADFAST SUPPORT OF ITALY 
AND ITS EUROPEAN PARTNERS. 

"LET NO ONE EVER DOUBT THE STRENGTH OF THE BONDS BETWEEN 
OUR TWO COUNTRIES - THEY HAVE BEEN SUSTAINED AND WILL BE 
SUSTAINED NOT ONLY BY THE AMERICAN BLOOD SHED HERE BUT ALSO 
BY THE ITALIAN BLOOD WHICH CONTINUALLY FLOWS THROUGH THE HEART 
OF AMERICA. 

"MRS. FORD AND I SAY "ARRIVEDERCI," WITH THE HOPE THAT 
INDEED WE WILL SEE EACH OTHER AGAIN SOON." VOLPE 
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